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funds for poor relief, and these were quite inadequate. Relief was
therefore given them in the form of small loans at interest, with which
to set up some kind of hawking business; the loans had to be repaid in
weekly or monthly instalments on pain of forfeiting all claim to assis-
tance* This multiplied the number of Jewish pedlars to a point at which
it was impossible for them all to gain a living, and they were driven to
tricks and frauds and the receiving of stolen goock. * Educated in
idleness from their earliest infancy,9 says Colquhoun,
... they acquire every debauched and vicious principle which can fit them
for the most complicated arts of fraud and deception... from the orange boy
and the retailer of seals, razors, glass and other wares in the public streets, to
the shopkeeper, dealer in wearing apparel or in silver and gold, the same
principles of conduct too generally prevail.
This state of things however he thought was * perhaps... generated in a
greater degree by their peculiar situation in respect to society than by any
actual disposition on their part to pursue these nefarious practices'.63
This challenging indictment was taken up by a Jew called Van
Hoven, who wrote a letter to Colquhoun afterwards published (1802)
in a pamphlet called Letters on the present State of the Jewish Poor in the
Metropolis. He did not deny Colquhoun's allegations, but pointed out
how distressing was the position of the poor Jew. The Jews maintained
their own poor, who were excluded from Christian hospitals and work-
houses.
Until these last fifty years this was no great evil, their numbers being small,
and the rich always within reach of the poor, whose wants were thus (although
in a desultory way) relieved by the vestries and the opulent individuals. The
case however is very different at present; they have greatly multiplied both
by propagation and importation, but property has not kept pace with this
increase... the bulk of the nation... have no regular trade whereby to earn
a maintenance. The few they follow, such as dealing in old clothes, &c.3 are
daily becoming less productive, and at present they know no other. . . £*
There is no circumstance in life more distressing to a Jewish parent (of what-
ever rank... in society) than how to put his son forward in life in some honest
industrial occupation. The restraints and observances of the Jewish ritual are
such an insuperable difficulty in the initiation of the Jewish lad into any craft
or trade, as makes it almost impossible for him to be bound to a master who
is not of the same persuasion.... It is clear how deplorably this affects the

